Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 070328 
ORIGIN HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EA-10 NEA-10 IO-13 ISO-OO CA-01 
SIG-03 PA-01 /056R 

DRAFTED BY HA:FASIEVERTS:LIF 
APPROVED BY HA:FASIEVERTS 
CA - MR. DEWITT 
EA/VLC - MR. BROWN 

045762 182259Z/66 

R 181107Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 070328 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:CASC, PDIP, US, VM 
SUBJECT: AMERICANS IN VIETNAM 

REF: A. BANGKOK 8032, B. COLOMBO ,028, C. BANGKOK 8031 
(NOTAL) 

1 . APPRECIATE BANGKOK'S ALERTNESS IN CATCHING UPI REFERENCE 
TO PHAM VAN DONG'S REPORTEDLY SAYING "ALL LIVING AMERICANS" 
AS WELL AS REMAINS OF THE DEAD COULD BE RETURNED TO THE 
U.S. ONCE SETTLEMENT IS REACHED. HOPE COLOMBO CAN VERIFY 
DONG'S ACTUAL WORDS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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2. VIETNAMESE IN THE PAST INFORMED WOODCOCK COMMISSION AS 
WELL AS U.S. NEGOTIATORS THAT THEY HELD NO U.S. PRISONERS, 

AND THAT ALL AMERICANS WHO HAD "REGISTERED" HAD BEEN PER 
MITTED TO LEAVE. WHEN QUERIED ABOUT REFERENCE TO THOSE 
WHO "REGISTERED" SRV OFFICIALS SAID ALL FOREIGNERS WERE 
REQUIRED TO REGISTER AFTER APRIL 30, 1975, AND THAT ALL 
REGISTERED AMERICANS LEFT BY AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1976, BUT THAT 
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VIETNAM WAS A LARGE COUNTRY, AND THEY COULDN'T ABSOLUTELY 
RULE OUT THAT SOME HAD NOT REGISTERED. 

3. ONE OTHER AMERICA;, THERESA REED, DESCRIBED AS A RELI- 
GIOUS WORKER, DID NOT LEAVE SAIGON UNTIL JUNE 1977. HER 
NAME HAD BEEN ON EARLIER DEPARTURE LISTS, AND THE IMPRESSION 
WAS LEFT THAT THE DELAY IN HER CASE WAS FOR HER OWN PER- 
SONAL REASONS. 

4. IN ADDITION, WE ARE AWARE OF A NUMBER OF WIVES AND 
CHILDREN OF U.S. CITIZENS, SOME OF THEM U.S. CITIZENS THEM- 
SELVES WITH U.S. PASSPORTS, WHO REMAIN IN VIETNAM DESPITE 
EFFORTS BY THEIR RELATIVES IN THE U.S. TO ARRANGE THEIR 
DEPARTURE. AMERICAN RED CROSS AND INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC) HAVE TAKEN THE LEAD IN THESE FAMILY 
REUNION EFFORTS. OVERALL LIST OF SOME 200 CASES OF WIVES, 
FIANCES, AND CHILDREN OF AMCITS WAS PRESENTED TO SRV RED 
CROSS BY ARC AND ICRC IN MARCH 1977, WITH ATTEMPTS AT 
FOLLOW-UP AT BUCHAREST INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE 
IN OCTOBER. U.S. OFFICIALS ALSO PURSUED SUBJECT WITH SRV 
OFFICIALS DURING DECEMBER 1977 NEGOTIATING SESSION IN 

PARIS. TO DATE, NO FAMILY REUNIFICIATIONS HAVE RESULTED 
IN THESE CASES. 

5. ICRC NOW HAS LIST OF 15 CASES FROM ABOVE LIST, ALL OF 
THEM US CITIZEN CHILDREN WITH U.S. PASSPORTS, WHICH IT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PLANS TO DISCUSS WITH SRV RED CROSS DELEGATION EXPECTED TO 
VISIT ICRC HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA APRIL 1 . HOWEVER, THEY 
(AND WE) SEE LITTLE PROSPECT FOR MOVEMENT ON THIS ISSUE, 

WHICH SRV IS CONNECTING MORE AND MORE OBVIOUSLY WITH 
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT WITH USG (AS NOTED REF C). VANCE 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 070328 SENT ACTION COLOMBO INFO BANGKOK 
GENEVA HONG KONG PARIS PEKING MAR 18. 

QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 070328 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:CASC, PDIP, US, VM 

SUBJECT: AMERICANS IN VIETNAM 

REF: A. BANGKOK 8032, B. COLOMBO ,028, C. BANGKOK 8031 
(NOTAL) 

1 . APPRECIATE BANGKOK'S ALERTNESS IN CATCHING UPI REFERENCE 
TO PHAM VAN DONGS REPORTEDLY SAYING "ALL LIVING AMERICANS" 

AS WELL AS REMAINS OF THE DEAD COULD BE RETURNED TO THE 
U.S. ONCE SETTLEMENT IS REACHED. HOPE COLOMBO CAN VERIFY 
DONG'S ACTUAL WORDS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. VIETNAMESE IN THE PAST INFORMED WOODCOCK COMMISSION AS 
WELL AS U.S. NEGOTIATORS THAT THEY HELD NO U.S. PRISONERS, 

AND THAT ALL AMERICANS WHO HAD "REGISTERED" HAD BEEN PER 
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MITTED TO LEAVE. WHEN QUERIED ABOUT REFERENCE TO THOSE 
WHO "REGISTERED" SRV OFFICIALS SAID ALL FOREIGNERS WERE 
REQUIRED TO REGISTER AFTER APRIL 30, 1975, AND THAT ALL 
REGISTERED AMERICANS LEFT BY AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1976, BUT THAT 
VIETNAM WAS A LARGE COUNTRY, AND THEY COULDN'T ABSOLUTELY 
RULE OUT THAT SOME HAD NOT REGISTERED. 

3. ONE OTHER AMERICAN, THERESA REED, DESCRIBED AS A RELI- 
GIOUS WORKER, DID NOT LEAVE SAIGON UNTIL JUNE 1977. HER 
NAME HAD BEEN ON EARLIER DEPARTURE LISTS, AND THE IMPRESSION 
WAS LEFT THAT THE DELAY IN HER CASE WAS FOR HER OWN PER- 
SONAL REASONS. 

4. IN ADDITION, WE ARE AWARE OF A NUMBER OF WIVES AND 
CHILDREN OF U.S. CITIZENS, SOME OF THEM U.S. CITIZENS THEM- 
SELVES WITH U.S. PASSPORTS, WHO REMAIN IN VIETNAM DESPITE 
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EFFORTS BY THEIR RELATIVES IN THE U.S. TO ARRANGE THEIR 
DEPARTURE. AMERICAN RED CROSS AND INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC) HAVE TAKEN THE LEAD IN THESE FAMILY 
REUNION EFFORTS. OVERALL LIST OF SOME 200 CASES OF WIVES, 
FIANCES. AND CHILDREN OF AMCITS WAS PRESENTED TO SRV RED 
CROSS BY ARC AND ICRC IN MARCH 1977, WITH ATTEMPTS AT 
FOLLOW-UP AT BUCHAREST INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE 
IN OCTOBER. U.S. OFFICIALS ALSO PURSUED SUBJECT WITH SRV 
OFFICIALS DURING DECEMBER 1977 NEGOTIATING SESSION IN 
PARIS. TO DATE, NO FAMILY REUNIFICIATIONS HAVE RESULTED 
IN THESE CASES. 

5. ICRC NOW HAS LIST OF 15 CASES FROM ABOVE LIST, ALL OF 
THEM US CITIZEN CHILDREN WITH U.S. PASSPORTS, WHICH IT 
PLANS TO DISCUSS WITH SRV RED CROSS DELEGATION EXPECTED TO 
VISIT ICRC HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA APRIL 1 . HOWEVER, THEY 
(AND WE) SEE LITTLE PROSPECT FOR MOVEMENT ON THIS ISSUE, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WHICH SRV IS CONNECTING MORE AND MORE OBVIOUSLY WITH 
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT WITH USG (AS NOTED REF C). VANCE 
UNQUOTE COOPER 
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